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and to warn India against being frightened by the intere-
sted cry.
I totally dissent from Shri Pal's view that the event of
an Afghan invasion, or even the mere circulation of a rumour
of such invasion, will incite a very large part of our Muslim
population to lawlessness, if not to open 'revolt3. On the
contrary, it is my firm belief that the Mussalmans have too
much at stake today—the honour of their religion—to do
any such foolish act. As Maulana Shaukat Ali has said so
often^ the Mussalmans are too shrewd to mix up violence
with non-violence. Shri Pal has done a grave injustice to the
Hindus by attributing to 'a very large proportion' of Hindus
ca desire to settle their own account with the Mussalmans'.
He has, I venture to assure him, entirely misread the Hindu
mind. The Hindus are as much in earnest about the cow, as
the Mussalmans about the Khilafat. And the former know
that they cannot save the cow—the cherished dream of
every Hindu—without the goodwill of the latter. I promise
that the Hindus will forget every wrong done in the past
by every Mussalman when the latter help them to save the
cow, as I know every Mussalman will feel eternally grateful
to the Hindus, if he finds that he has retrieved the honour
of Islam by their voluntary aid.
I deny in toto the truth of the proposition laid down by
Shri Pal that Muslims and Hindus would welcome an
Afghan invasion. The protests that have been made against
the supposed intentions of Maulana Mahomed Ali are surely
enough to convince anybody that India will not tolerate
an Afghan invasion.
Shri Pal suggests that, if the Amir invades and if we
do not aid the Government, there can only be a revolution.
I venture to suggest another alternative. If India as a non-
co-operating India does not assist, the Government will make
terms with the people. I do not consider the British people
to be so utterly devoid of commonsense or resourcefulness
as to leave India rather than come to terms with her and
heal the Khilafat and the Punjab wounds. That India does
not yet possess the power to command attention, I know
only too well. I have simply suggested a contingent alter-
native.

